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Our Unity Is Our Power!
Taking action for our health and safety
Our COVID-19 Health and Safety MOU expired June 30, 2020, and since then we’ve been asking hospital 
administration to renew and extend our MOU for the duration of the pandemic.
But instead of making commitments to safety, hospital administration has been delaying: first saying the 
COVID-19 wasn’t operationally feasible, then saying their “willingness” to discuss our health and safety was 
contingent upon our agreement to engage in negotiations about the medical plan. And now refusing to 
answer our most basic questions about the criteria employee health is using to determine when a workplace 
exposure qualifies us for paid administrative leave.
A majority of us signed our COVID-19 Health and Safety petition and on Monday, October 12 we took our 
petitions and our concerns directly to CEO Darryl Wolfe, CNO Ralph Parker and CMO Dr. Kennedy.

Take our health and safety 
seriously 
Sign a fair COVID-19 Health 
and Safety MOU that includes 
fair and transparent criteria to 
determine when a workplace 
exposure qualifies us for paid 
administrative leave.

“What is hospital 
administration waiting 
for? They need to 
prioritize keeping 
nurses and healthcare 
workers safe; they need 
to prioritize keeping our 

community safe. Since July 1, 2020, 
we’ve been asking hospital admin to 
renew and extend our COVID-19 Health 
and Safety MOU and we’re still waiting.”  
Julie Millsap, RN, Med/Surg

“Our job is to take care 
of the community, 
OMC’s job is to take 
care of us. It’s time 
hospital admin took 
their job as seriously as 
we take ours. We 

expect immediate remedy to our 
presented concerns and will be 
escalating our concerns as needed the 
hospital continues to delay.”
Steve Higgs, RN, Emergency 

“On Monday we 
delivered our petition to 
hospital administration. 
I was pleased we were 
able to meet with CEO 
Darryl Wolfe, CNO 
Ralph Parker and CMO 

Dr. Kennedy—they listened respectfully 
and appeared to take our concerns 
seriously. We asked that they sign off our 
COVID-19 Health and Safety MOU so that 
we can feel protected and respected at 
work.”  Lotta Pearl, RN, Surgery

Three Actions We Can Take to Help Elect 
Healthcare Champions
So much is at stake in the upcoming general election. Here are three 
things we can do today to make sure working people like us come 
before corporations.

1.	 Pledge to vote for Joe Biden and Kamala Harris.
This November, we must elect a president who will fight for and 
alongside SEIU members and our families to ensure that we all have 
the right to join together in unions. 
Pledge to vote here: 1199nw.org/seiu-pledge

2.	 Check out our endorsed candidates.
SEIU 1199NW healthcare workers like us interview candidates and ask 
how they’ll stand on our issues. As caregivers we have a choice between 
electing leaders who will support workers, or candidates who want to 
cut services and funding while we’re on the front lines of a pandemic.
See the candidates SEIU members endorse here:
2020.seiu1199nw.org 

3.	 Contribute to our Healthcare Leadership Fund:
Big-money donors and big business can pay for candidates who will 
make politics work for them. But we can use our power as workers to 
make our state legislature work for us.
Sign up to contribute to HLF and update your membership here: 
joinseiu1199nw.org

https://1199nw.org/seiu-pledge
https://2020.seiu1199nw.org
https://joinseiu1199nw.org/


Since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis we’ve all done our part to make sure our patients receive the 

care they need, that our coworkers have PPE to stay safe, and to problem-solve together to ensure our 

hospital can care for the community.

In April we negotiated a COVID-19 Health and Safety agreement (MOU) with Hospital Administration.  

This written agreement affirmed our right to a safe workplace and management’s responsibility to our 

well-being if we are exposed to or contract COVID-19 at work--an agreement that’s fair to both parties.

Now Hospital Administration refuses to recommit to those protections.  And despite our repeated 

requests to renew and extend the agreement, hospital administration is saying our COVID-19 protections 

aren’t “operationally feasible” and we must renegotiate.  

We are caregivers, putting our lives at risk by coming to work and we need guarantees of our safety and 

financial security – not needless delays.  Hospital Administration wants to waste time and resources re-

hashing an agreement that’s already been discussed and settled.  COVID-19 is surging in Clallam County 

and we are continuing to provide quality care for our community, but we need assurance that Hospital 

Administration has our back as we provide care during a dangerous and uncertain pandemic.

This is no way to reward caregivers for our extraordinary, life-saving work—and it’s no way to respect the 

top-quality healthcare workers our community needs. 

Tell Hospital Administration to renew and extend our caregiver protections immediately and without 

delay.

We are the nurses and healthcare workers of Olympic 
Medical Center and every day we come to work proudly to 
care for our community.
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