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Over the past few weeks, we have shared the overwhelming feeling of being overworked and 
under-staffed. Together, we launched a unity petition to show management how much we’re not 
being valued as a loyal, dedicated workforce. 

More than 400 of our coworkers signed the 
petition to demand a retention bonus for 
those of us who have been working at the 
hospital during the pandemic and continue 
to do so. Collectively, many member leaders 
showed up together to deliver the petition 
and read our demands out loud to the CEO. 

Our next step is to stand together in 
negotiating this retention bonus because we  
have earned it over the years of staying at 
Memorial.

Vacation Conversion Benefit Update
In the midst of this pandemic, a new vacation conversion benefit has been added to non-contractual 
employees — that includes administrators, which is great for them, but it’s disheartening to those 
who had this very same benefit taken away by administration to only to be handed off to themselves. 

The three sick hours to one vacation hour conversion ratio was a benefit that was part of the 
contract for those long-time employees who had an excess of the 720 sick hours cap, until last 
negotiations when administration refused to keep it on the contract. This is a prime example of why 
we need to be a strong union now more than ever!

Service Practice Committee Updates
	➡ 100% hire rate for NAC program

	➡ November 8, 2021 new cohort started

	➡ NAC program hires get placed onto NAC pay scale and do include previous healthcare 
experience as credit for experience. 

	➡ FEMA NACs are not paid by the hospital
	➡ 20 EVS positions open as of November 23, 2021! 
	➡ Five full-time days/10 evenings, five available 

	➡ Benjamin reassured they are interviewing as soon as they get an application in

	➡ Laura advised to fill out staffing memos when there are unsafe ratios that members have 
highlighted this ongoing issue. Please ask your coordinator for staffing memos to fill out.

Together We Stand!
March on the Boss for Retention Bonuses

“I feel as if it’s of great importance being able to express our 
concerns and feel as if we are being heard. As a member of our 
strong union I felt empowered as we were finally able to be heard 
by the CEO about our stand on retention bonuses for all. It wasn’t 
only nurses there, there were nurses, techs and environmental 
services represented during this call to action! Together we make 
changes for all!” -Andres Barrera, Float Pool NAC

We Deserve Retention Bonuses!

We are in a crisis. We have re-deployments happening. We have management working the floors. We are always 

thinking of how to get staff in the door, and while that is important, we need to think about how to keep people 

here. How to make them feel appreciated and valued. While the small gestures are nice, we deserve more. We’ve 

supported this hospital and have given it our lives, now it’s time the hospital supports us. It’s time for the hospital 

to invest back into their loyal employees. 

We call on you to meet to bargain with us over retention bonuses for all SEIU members and incentive pay for EVS. 

Adela Cuevas, Environmental Services

Aleana Carner, Environmental Services

Alexandra Magana, 3N-NICU

Alexis Pitcher, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Alice Westphal, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Alicia Castro, Clinical Laboratory

Allison Higginbotham, 3NW Medical

Allison Milliron, 2E/W Med & Onc

Alyssum Myrick, Surgery
Amalia Macias, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Amanda Flumerfelt, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Amanda Gutierrez, Emergency Department

Amanda Brown, COVID Testing and Tracing

Amber Cox, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Amber Cowman, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Amber Moss, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Amber Henyan, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Amber Reeves, Float Pool

Amy Yeh, Float Pool
Amy Boggs, Environmental Services

Anabel Yepez, 2E/W Med & Onc

Andrea Shirley, 3N-NICU
Andrea Sanchez, Environmental Services

Andrea Dyck, Regulatory and Compliance

Andres Barrera, Float Pool

Anita Dale, Emergency Department

Annaliese McCambridge, 3E/W Medical Surgery

Annie Miller, Float Pool
Ansel Scott-Evans, Emergency Department

Ariel Harwood, IV Conscious Sedation

Arla Dunlop, Professional Development

Ashley Sloan, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Aubrey Larson, 2NW-Advanced Care

Audrey Olson, Cottage in the Meadow

Bailey Kirby, PACU
Barbara Froehlich, Infection Prevention

Bertha Sanchez, YVM Cardiology

Blanca Hernandez, Environmental Services

Blanca Arcila, 2E/W Med & Onc

Breanna Clark, 2E/W Med & Onc

Brenda Acosta, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Bret Desgrosellier, 3NW Medical

Brian Gunter, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Brian Williams, 2NW-Advanced Care

Briana Rivard, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Briana Lazaro, 2E/W Med & Onc

Brianna Larios, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Brin Gurney, 2E/W Med & Onc

Brittany Vanzuyen, Float Pool

Caitlin Flores, 3N-NICU
Camille Hudson, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Candace Cromwell, Ambulatory Infusion Care

Carissa Aranda, Clinical Laboratory

Carmen Hernandez, Emergency Department

Carrie Durrett, NSL/Infusion Care

Cassandra Bersing, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Cathy Garcia, Environmental Services

Cathy Hudson, 3N-NICU
Chase Heiserman, Environmental Services

Cher Conner, Surgicenter

Cheri Zirkle, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Christene Guier, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Christina Gaige, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Christina Madison, 2E/W Med & Onc

Christina Lopez, Environmental Services

Christine Brons, 3N-NICU
Christopher Cutten, Environmental Services

Cindi Badillo, Emergency Department

Cinthia Bravo, 2E/W Med & Onc

Citlalmina Caltenco, Surgery

Claire Goins, Surgery
Claudia Perez, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Claudia Montes, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Clemencia Lujano, Pain Center - Waters Edge

Colleen Whitney, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Connie Heidt, 3NW-Pediatrics

Courtney Yoerger, 3NW Medical

Crystal Hedrick, Emergency Department

Daisy Palma, Environmental Services

Dakota Tarbert, Environmental Services

Danielle Scala, HH-Skilled Nursing

Darrin Pharmer, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Dawn Adams, Float Pool
Dawn Lafferty, Surgery
Deanna Johnson, Environmental Services

Deborah Ginther, Emergency Department

Deborah Ollie, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

DEBRA SHEPHERD, HH-Hospice Care

Deirdre Demel, Emergency Department

Delora Hale, 2E/W Med & Onc

Deshawn Oursland, NSL/Laboratory

Devon Lee, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Diana Frampton, PACU - Surgicenter

Dina Bayer, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Donna Gutierrez, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Dulce Barajas, Lift Team
Elise Kelly, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Elizabeth Dolph, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Elizabeth Creasy, HH-Skilled Nursing

Elizabeth Davis, Emergency Department

Elizabeth Vaca, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Elsamar Ruiz, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Elvia Arias, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Emily Chavez, 2E/W Med & Onc

Emily Desgrosellier, Float Pool

Erica Corral, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Erica Gonzalez, Environmental Services

Erika Velazquez, 2E/W Med & Onc

Erin Skinner, Wound Care Services

Evette Runyon, 2E/W Med & Onc

Faith Marsh, 3N-NICU
Friedaanne Reyes, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Gabriel Hernandez, Lift Team

Gail Mazhari, Yakima Gastroenterology A

Gavin Bakker, Emergency Department

Gerardo Berumen, Float Pool

Glenda Morrison, Emergency Department

Halle Messer, RN Residency

Heather Williams, Employee Health Services

Heather Pettis, Surgery
Heather Sparks, Emergency Department

Helen McMillin, Surgery
Helen Jensen, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Hiwot Massresha, Environmental Services

Ila Miller, 2E/W Med & Onc

Ines Bengochea, PACU
Irina Cyr, Emergency Department

Isaura Gutierrez, Patient Access Services

Jackulyn Scott, Utilization Mgt/Clin Doc

Jade Young, RN Residency

Jaime Erickson, Cardiac Cath Lab

Jammie Carlton, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Janice Northrup, 3N-NICU

Jasmine Bement, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Jazmin Andrade, Surgery

Jeffrey Williams, 2E/W Med & Onc

Jennifer Eichwald, Care Coordination Team

Jennifer Curfman, 3N-NICU

Jennifer Jansen, Day Surgery

Jennifer Ransom, Emergency Department

Jerelyn Redfield, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Jessica Thompson, Professional Development

Jessica Bray, Surgery
Jesusa Rabanal, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Jill Evans, NSL/Infusion Care

Jillian Wade, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Joanna Baumgarden, 2E/W Med & Onc

Joanna Call, Emergency Department

joel Chasko, 2E/W Med & Onc

Joleen Ringer, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Jorge Mendoza, Lift Team
Josalynn Lua, 2E/W Med & Onc

Joshua Smith, Emergency Department

Josie Kirk, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Joyanne Thompson, 3N-NICU

Juana Espinoza Rangel, 3N-NICU

Julian Lara, Float Pool
Julie Stern, 2E/W Med & Onc

Julie Lawrence, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Juliette Macias, Patient Access Services

Julisa Anaya, Environmental Services

Kanista Masovero, Enterostomal Therapy

Karen Luten, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Karen Arreola, 2E/W Med & Onc

Karen Gray, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Karis Sevigny, 2E/W Med & Onc

Karla O’Rourke, Infection Prevention

Kassara Hansen, 3NW Medical

Kate Rossman, Day Surgery

Katelyn Alejandro, Patient Access Services

Katherine Doyle, NSL/Infusion Care

Kathleen Kroth, Yakima Gastroenterology A

Kathryn Hargreaves, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Kathy Burnam, NSL/Infusion Care

Katie Dale, Day Surgery
Katie Rios, Cottage in the Meadow

Katrina Colby, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Kellye Masters, Surgery
Ken Mortland, Emergency Department

Kerri Sutton, 3NW-Pediatrics

Kienna Richards, Emergency Department

Kimberly Devries, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Kimberly Ostrer, NSL/Infusion Care

Kirsti Bakker, 2NW-Advanced Care

Kody Johnson, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Laura Cruz, 3NW Medical

Laura Schilling, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Laura Beehler, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Lauren Burns, Float Pool

Leonora Gambito, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Linda Sliger, Ambulatory Infusion Care

Lindsey Rodriguez, 2E/W Med & Onc

Liz Smith, Critical Care
Lizeth Islas, 2E/W Med & Onc

Lois Marney, Environmental Services

Loralee Almueti, PACU
Luz Lipp, Environmental Services

Lynn Kilseimer, Yakima Gastroenterology A

Madison Parrish, 2E/W Med & Onc

Madison Dunmore, 3N-NICU

Magnus Borsini, 2E/W Med & Onc

Marcee Dellinger, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Marcee Lochridge, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Marcella Maciel, 3N-NICU

Margarita Torres, 3N-NICU

Maria Razo, Dietary
Maria Ramos, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Maria Davis, Emergency Department

Maria Aguilar, Emergency Department

Maria Razo, Environmental Services

Maria Rosas, 2NW-Advanced Care

Maria Collicott, Central Processing

Maribel Brown, Environmental Services

Mariela Herrera Morales, 2E/W Med & Onc

Marisol Najera, Clinical Laboratory

Marisol Horta, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Marissa Ruiz, Lift Team
Marlene Roscoe, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Martha Torres, 2NW-Advanced Care

Martina Vanderhouwen, Environmental Services

Mary Cummins, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Mary Hayes, 3NW Medical

Mary Harrison, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Mary Verhey, Palliative Care

Matilde Mendoza, Patient Access Services

Mayra Beehler, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Melanie Schneider, 2E/W Med & Onc

Melinda Aguilar, 2E/W Med & Onc

Melissa Schram, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Melissa Oberloh, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Melody Trombley, Float Pool

Michele Garza, Emergency Department

Michelle Sandoval, PACU
Michelle Butler, Surgicenter

Michelle Monet, Pre-Surgery Clinic

Michelle Wall, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Miguel Ramos, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Miles Firkins, Float Pool
Minda Fessler, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Mindy Siebol, 3NW-Pediatrics

Misty Smyer, 3NW Medical

Mollie Mills, 2E/W Med & Onc

Molly Walkenhauer, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Molly Rinehart, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Monica Heilman, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Monica Zaragoza, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Morgan Schilling, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Natasha Purchase, Emergency Department

Nichol McLaughlin, HH-Hospice Care

Nicole Barnsley, Float Pool

Nicole Wilson, 2E/W Med & Onc

Nicole Hunt, Professional Development

Noel Garcia, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Nora Allard, Care Coordination Team

Norma Ramos, 3E/W Medical Surgery

Olivia Perez, 2E/W Med & Onc

Oralia Acevedo, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Pamela Bernhardt, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Patricia Lizotte, Dietary
Patricia Bowman, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Patrick Deprey, HH-Skilled Nursing

Paula Burlingame, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Piedad Alcala, 2E/W Med & Onc

Quincey Christenson, Emergency Department

Rachel Anderson, 2NW-Advanced Care

Rachel Putman, Emergency Department

Rebeca Gonzalez, 3NW Medical

Rebecca Hede, Float Pool

Rebecca Wickenhagen, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Rebecca Krueger, Ridgeview

Rebekah Lane, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Regina Kielhorn, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Renee Hill, 3NW Medical

Renee Bauer, PACU - Surgicenter

Rhonda McHenry, Utilization Mgt/Clin Doc

Rochelle Cleem, Float Pool

Rosa Ramos, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Rosa Madrigal, PACU
Rosalina Navarro, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Ruth Kessinger, 2E/W Med & Onc

Sabina Lopez, Environmental Services

Sally Karam, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Sandra Gaytan, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Sarah Eshleman, 3N-NICU

Sarah Eichwald, HH-Hospice Care

Sarah Boyle, Emergency Department

Sarah Gueck, PACU
Sarah Patterson, Pre-Surgery Clinic

Sarah Koffler, 3NW Medical

Selene Chavez, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Shannon Murphy, 2E/W Med & Onc

Shantel Allstot, Emergency Department

Shawn McCarthy, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Shayna Brown, Emergency Department

Shelby Anderson, HH-Hospice Care

Sinai Rodriguez, Surgery
Skye Bautista, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Skylor Davis, Emergency Department

Sofia Barahona Carrillo, 2E/W Med & Onc

Soledad Gonzalez, 2E/W Med & Onc

Stephanie Groenig, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Stephanie Reyes, Environmental Services

Stephen Krausa, Cardiac Cath Lab

Steven Gibson, Environmental Services

Stormye Presnell, Float Pool

Susan Colby, Patient Access Services

Susan Gleeson, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Suweena Phiukham, Environmental Services

Suzana Lynch, Float Pool

Sydney Shines, Environmental Services

Sylvia Keller, Surgery
Tamara Pettis, Emergency Department

Tamra Marrs, Cottage in the Meadow

Tanya Brown, Day Surgery

Tara Alexander, Surgery
Taylor Miller, Women’s/Gen Surgery

Taylor Ranger, IV Conscious Sedation

Thela McCurdy, Yakima Gastroenterology A

Thomas Stone, Facility Management

Tiffani Merrill, 3NW Medical

Tiffany Taylor, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Tiffini Gunkel, 2E/W Med & Onc

Tim Jennings, 1N-Psychiatric Services

Tina Cobb, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Tonya Benedictson, Float Pool

Tracey Hay, 4TH-Labor/Delivery

Trisha Swanson, MFM
Trista Clayton, 3N-NICU
Tyler McSharry, 5E-Neuro/Ortho

Vanessa Esquivel, Surgery

Vanessa Eldridge, 3N-NICU

Veronica Schafer, 4TH-Mother/Baby

Vicki Yockey, 2NW-Advanced Care

Vicky Ryan, Surgery
Whitney Anderson, 2E/W Med & Onc

Yesenia Sanchez Solis, 2NW-Advanced Care

Flu Vaccine Update
	➡ Carrie relayed that the flu vaccine is mandatory, just like it has been the last 9 years
	➡ Employees with an approved declination must wear a mask 
	➡ It is a not a choice but a condition for employment. Again, the only ones that are allowed to 
not get the vaccine are those with approved medical or religious declinations. 
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Nurse Practice Committee and SEIU-YVMH Collaboration
Weekly Meeting Updates
INCENTIVE BONUSES WILL BE ENDING THIS DECEMBER 31, 2021

	➡ Incentive bonuses are reevaluated every 7 days and they will have an end date sent for some or 
all incentive bonuses that are ending as soon as they confirm the December date. They will be 
emailed to members’ work email. They have only confirmed weekend incentive to be ending at 
the end of December. Please be aware of this when picking up extra shifts in December.

	➡ We asked, what about those who already picked up incentive shifts in December, will they not 
receive in the incentive? Administration did not have an answer.

	➡ YGA update: Only surgical side is closing. There are some positions open at Ridgeview for 
those affected in this closure, but there will not be enough positions for all. The closure is 
planned for the first quarter of 2022 (January-March).

	➡ 	Shawnie said this restructure won’t happen until the end of quarter one or near summer 
time. Shawnie agreed that we need to be in conversation on follow-up around the restructure 
contract language and making sure it is done according to the contract. 

	➡ Re-deployments: mostly everyone was sent back to their home base — 63 sent back.
	➡ 	If you have concerns or questions about redeployment, please contact Kim Kraft or Kim Bersing.
	➡ There are weekly Tuesday meetings for those redeployed at 10:00am that Kim Bersing can 
help get you details on how to join.

Staffing shortages: 
	➡ 	112 nursing positions and 26 for nursing support openings currently 
	➡ Phlebotomists are significantly low 
	➡ FEMA NURSES distribution:

	➡ 15 on covid units (med units)
	➡ 7 on CCU 
	➡ 13 in the ED 
	➡ 5 NACs and there is a request for RTs

	➡ 	Floors they will work (they work 6 12’s a week): 
	➡ 3W
	➡ 4 3E
	➡ 3NW – Will free up float pool
	➡ 2W
	➡ 2NW (ICU)
	➡ ED
	➡ 2EW occasionally
	➡ Will not float to OR 

	➡ FEMA nurses have been extended until March 31
	➡ 	FEMA staff is from the federal government but the state is paying for them if they’re taking 
care of COVID patients.

“These meetings 
are to build a 
collaboration 
between YVMH 
and the union. As 
a leader of the union, I 
feel like this is important to keep 
a respectful and transparent 
relationship with administrators. 
In these meetings we discuss 
issues about deployment and 
staffing to help keep open 
communication between members 
and administrators on what’s really 
going on.” -Sylvia Keller, OR RN 

Remembering Antonieta “Toni” Wilson
“Me dio mucha tristeza cuando me di cuenta que Toni habia fallecido. 
Hemos perdido una gran hermana miembra de nuestra union. Siempre nos 
encontrabamos en los pasillos y platicabamos. Voy a extrañar su sonrisa, su 
gran disposición de siempre apoyar. Ella siempre le gustaba llevar los boletines. 
Ella siempre preguntaba que ella podia hacer por nosotros en EVS. Voy a 
extrañar no verla más, su sonrisa, su gran sonrisa. Si en algo vamos a recorder 
a Toni es por su elegante y gran sonrisa y por su 100% apoyo a la union y ese 
es el major legado que ella nos ha dejado. Hasta siempre hermana.” 
Adela Cuevas, EVS

“I was very sad when I heard that Toni had passed away; we have lost a great 
sister who is a member of our union. We always met in the halls and talked, I will 
miss her smile, her great willingness to always support our union. She always 
liked to carry the bulletins. She always asked what she could do for us in EVS. 
I’m missing not seeing her anymore, and her big smile. If there’s anything we 
are going to remember Toni for it is for her legacy, and great smile, and for her 
100% support for the union... and that is the best legacy that she has left us. 
Our sister, forever in our hearts.” Adela Cuevas, EVS
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Our organizers at YVMH:
Jaclyn Olivas
509-388-1180
Jaclyno@seiu1199nw.org

Brenda Ponce
509-317-1650
Brendap@seiu1199nw.org

Raul Lopez
509-731-2861
Raull@seiu1199nw.org

Luz Gomez
509-388-7636
Luzg@seiu1199nw.org

Stay in Contact!

Stronger Together at Yakima Valley Memorial with SEIU Healthcare 1199NW
Our member leaders gathered together on November 11 at the new union office to collaborate 
and set goals for the new year. This gave us an enormous amount of potential strength for us to 
achieve our goals. We must do much more, and we need all of us to be active as a member; what 
this means is we are strong when we are majority union at YVMH. Our negotiating power depends 
on our membership, and support for actions together means we have a bigger, stronger voice in 
bargaining. 
Our next meeting is on December 9 from 9:00am to 12:00pm  
at our new location.

415 North 20th Ave. 
Yakima, WA 98902


